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The Stage Is Set

By Bill Taddicken, Director

Visitors to Rowe Sanctuary in the coming weeksadoeut to
reap the benefits of all the work made possibl&bwe
Sanctuary’s supporters this past year. The laggsiering
of cranes in the world is just about ready to bedihe
cranes are by far the star of the show, but theraémillion
geese and ducks in the area each spring also éaylimg
role on one of the grandest stages ever created)|#ite
River. Mix all of this with nature’s cast of eagleiver ot-
ters, bobcats, shorebirds, coyotes, beaver, deetharback-
drop of Nebraska sunsets over the river and yoe Has
makings of one of nature’s greatest performanc®grifig
Migration”.

Rowe Sanctuary staff, volunteers and partners pedpathe
performance all year long ensuring the future efRatte
River and the cranes. Managing habitat on theQle@0es
owned by Rowe is a constant effort. Maintainingipes and
meadows with fire and grazing and battling invagilants
takes a lot of effort. Creating habitat for negtiarns and
plovers, as well as for a myriad of grassland biatkes time
and money. Each year nearly five miles of rivearatel are
mechanically cleared for crane roosts and waterfowtilize
each winter and spring. All of these practicesem®ential to
maintaining a viable stage on which “Spring Migoati can
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take place.

Because people are such an important part of fnogeca-
ture, our education programs reach out to thouseads
year. School children, families and adults frolroakr the
globe have a chance to experience nature andtieappre-
ciate what the Platte River offers. Hopefully tafgprecia-
tion turns into a conservation ethic that will gotour natu-
ral places for the future.

Now, once again, the stage is set, the playerseady, and
opening night is not far behind. Nature’s perfonee of
“Spring Migration” is about to begin. A quote fraPaul
Johnsgard outlines the importance of your suppktl won-
derful and rare things in this world carry a sigicéint price
tag; otherwise they would be neither rare nor hjgtlued.
The price tag on our cranes is simply this; we nimestvilling
to protect from destruction the wonderful river tlcaosses
Nebraska like a beautiful quicksilver necklace, Bhatte
River.”

| invite you out this spring to share in the worfdeexperi-
ence you are making possible. The cranes havedmsrimg
back to the river every spring for thousands ofye@/e
hope you can join us again this spring too.
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Online Newsletter - To receive an email reminder when the online newsletter is posted to the web site, contact kskaggs@audubon.org.



Crane Culture 101

By Keanna Leonard, Education Director

There are fifteen different species of cranes foarmudind
the world. Their complex social behaviors havevjzted
the basis for folklore around the world.

The ancient Greeks and Romans believed that cdareed
to celebrate life. Apollo, the sun god, was bedigto have
disguised himself as a crane when visiting the ahovorld.
The Greek alphabet is said to have been inventedeogod
Mercury as he watched cranes fly.

In early Asian history, people would time the plagtof
their crops to the arrival of the cranes. The &lslieved
that the souls of the dead rode to heaven on tbleshf
these large birds. In Japan, cranes symbolizeshityg
prosperity and good health. Cranes are many tdepited
on traditional wedding kimonos to represent figelgros-
perity and longevity of the marriage.

In ancient Europe, cranes were usually associatiovigi-
lance and loyalty, but the Druids believed cranessw
treacherous and associated them with war, evilslard
evil women.

Many Native American cultures told stories usingnas to
illustrate morality. One goes like this:

Crane was known for his great parties and his dagciln
those days, Crane had beautiful, long feathers doisn
legs. When Crane danced, these feathers woulahtlit
swirl. It was an incredible, magical sight to bédho

One day, Coyote threw the most elaborate partattimals

had ever been too. He had even learned an impessw
dance. Coyote’s party was talked about for days.

Crane became very jealous and wanted to out do t8oy®0
he planned a new party and devised a new dancen\ited
the animals over and everyone raved about the &atall
the decorations. Then Crane announced that heahaelv
dance to show everybody. He bowed and leapedtistair.
He picked up sticks in his bill and tossed thene. twrled
and skipped. His leg feathers danced and shimmiardge
light. Each time he repeated the dance he dregecland
closer to the fire. With one ill-fated leap, henjped into the
fire and started his leg feathers ablaze.

Crane screamed and ran to the pond to put thediite
When he looked down, he started to cry. All ophized,
beautiful leg feathers were gone. Because ofdailoysy, he
lost something precious. To this day no cranelbégdeath-
ers and they stand in water to remind them why #meyild
not to be jealous.

Cranes have made an impact in our culture too. rmée
chanical cranes at construction sites are namedtht birds.
Cranberries were first called crane berries bymists who
thought the flower resembled the head and bill ofame.
Even our flower the geranium, or cranes bill, i;xamed
because the fruit resembles the bill of a crakiéould you
believe that | have only scratched the surfacearie folk-
lore? If you would like to learn more, pleasertet know. |
love to share these stories!

Guest Feature - A Night with the Sandhill Cranes

By Kris Reiswig, Lincoln, NE

Last March, | had the pleasure of spending a nightphoto
blind. What a delight. Even if you are not a plyvépher,
I'd highly recommend you consider this adventultevas
so much fun. After we settled in, we sat on daols and
started exploring our surroundings. The first deugd
hours we talked about what we thought was goirttaip
pen, had a bite to eat and enjoyed watching a teerdirds
in the area.

Then the magic happened. The sandhill cranesdtartiv-
ing. From every angle, covering the entire skgrehthey
were. They would drop in and land and just sthattering.
There was a sense of “coming home and talking ayomut
day” going on. There was also a sense of happaesse
watched them interact with each other. It was amgaz!
felt as if | was a guest in their house. And tden’t seem
at all to mind that we were there.

After the sun had set, we decided that it was fones to
sleep too. Space is at a premium in the blindle. care-
fully blew up our individual air mattresses and guo our
sleeping bags. The noise outside was loud, butnitating.
It was time for sleeping. | woke up a couple ofitsolater
and much to my surprise, it was quiet outsidastéhed and
once in a while | would hear a peep, but that wa3 he

birds were sleeping too.

Early morning was very interesting. It was quietside and
then all of a sudden, you could hear from dowrribher, the
sound of the birds “coming on-line.” The soundtsinwthe
valley and then all at once, the birds were chaigesigain at
full volume. Just a few minutes later, a whoadkh & jet
flying by happened as the birds took flight. Ewdgth the
birds that left early, there were still plenty tistayed behind.
That gave us a chance to take some nice pictuttbe iearly
morning light.

Once they all left for the day, we were picked yplmem-
ber of the staff. It felt good to stand up anetstn after be-
ing in the blind overnight. The river valley wasempty as
it had been when we arrived, but our minds were filbed
with the experience of spending a night with thedssll

cranes. A
W
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Become a fan of Rowe Sanctuary on



Calendar of Events

40th Annual Rivers & Wildlife Celebration
March 18 - 21, 2010

Join other wildlife enthusiasts in celebrating the annual
spring migration of sandhill cranes and much more.
Keynote speakers will be Michael Forsberg, Ron
Klataske and Scott Weidensaul. More details can be
found at the following link:
http://www.nebraska.audubon.org/RWC.htm

Holiday Inn, Kearney, NE

Fifth Annual Family Crane Carnival
March 27, 2010

Fun for the entire family and a great way to learn about
cranes. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and it is free to the
public.

Rowe Sanctuary

Sixth Annual Crane Watchers’ Breakfast
March 27, 2010 Gibbon, NE

Held at the American Legion in Gibbon and hosted by
the Gibbon Area Chamber of Commerce, this breakfast
is one you don’t want to miss. Great food to go with a
great wildlife spectacle. Breakfast served from 7 a.m.
to 10:30 a.m.

First Sundays at Rowe

This monthly opportunity for nature exploration will be
held on the first Sunday of every month at the lain
Nicolson Audubon Center. To find out more, visit our
'Calendar of Events’ page on our web site or give us a
call at 308-468-5282.

Big Bend Audubon Society’s monthly meeting
schedule

Big Bend is our local Audubon Chapter and there
monthly meetings are open to the public. Programs are
scheduled the day of meetings and are free of charge.
For questions about the programs or meetings, please
contact Grant Newbold at 308-830-3070.

Upcoming meeting dates are February 21 and April 18.
Please check Rowe’s ‘Calendar of Events’ page on our
web site for program information.

National Events
The Great Backyard Bird Count
February 12 - 15, 2010

A joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society, this event is a great opportu-
nity for families, students and people of all ages to learn
about birds in their backyards and parks, while provid-
ing valuable data for bird conservation. For more infor-
mation, visit www.birdsource.org/gbbc/

International Migratory Bird Day
May 8, 2010

Typically held on the second Saturday in May, Interna-
tional Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) is celebrated when-
ever migratory bird arrival is celebrated in your own
community. For more information, visit
http://www.fws.gov/birds/imbd.html

Rowe Sanctuary’s Wish List

ConservationProgram

*  4X4 Gator All Terrain Vehicle

. New Lap top computer

. 12 Fireproof coveralls for the volunteer burn crew
. Annual river clearing - $20,000

EducationProgram

* 2 Seines

* 20 Kick nets

. | Proscope (digital microscope)
* 2 Flow meters

* 5 Field microscopes

* 2 Water quality monitoring field kits

* 2 Anemometer
. 10 Digital meat thermometers

. 10 GPS units

Miscellaneous ltems
. Golf cart

® 2 pair of stereo speakers for the Ron & Carol Cope Viewing Hall

Rowe Sanctuary’s Ultimate Wish List

*  $5 Million Endowment
*  Volunteer Housing for 20
*  ADA accessible trail system

*  Solar panels for visitor center



Rowe Sanctuary/lain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors

Rowe Sanctuary would like to thank
everyone who has supported our work
on behalf of cranes and other wildlife
that depend on the Platte River and its
associated ecosystems.

(The following gifts were received between
October 1 and December 31, 2009)

Organizational Support

$5,000 and above
Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation

$1,000-$4,999

Buffalo County Visitor Promotion
Committee

Copycat Printing of Kearney
Holiday Inn

Stanley M. Truhlsen Family Founda-
tion

Rodeway Inn & Suites
Peed Foundation

$250-$999
Hewlitt-Packard Company

Individuals

$500 and above
Ron & Judy Carter
Thornton Jordan
Helen Kenefick
Marilyn Suter

$100-$499

Harvey & Kathleen Abrams
Bill & Alice Allen

Roger Beck & Eric Anderson
Judith Armstrong

Mo & Helen Arnold

Barbara Barratt

Joseph Barsugli

Ruth Ann & Larry Bartels
Mary Ann Barton

George Wimmer & Ann Beckenhauer
Erik Lundquist & Nancy Biles
Don & Judy Bishop

Mrs. Walter Brissenden
Mary Broad

Mary & Richard Brown
Scott & Susan Bulfinch
Wanee Butler

John Capone

Helen Casper

Joan Chambers

Beverly & Carlos Chinas
John Cita

Dina Clark

Thomas Coenen

Bill & Gretchen Cutts

Bill & Rosemary Draeger
Claire Drenowatz

Mary Dueren

Kay & Nile Fellows

Nila Fessler

John & LaJean Firminhac
Richard & Monique Gershon
John & Ann Goellner
Judith Gray

Walter & Frances Grobelny
Gaye Groene

Harry & Vivian Guzniczak
Carolyn Hall

lan & Kiki Happer

Joyce Hardy

John Hedberg

Nita Herreman

Ann Holt-Harris

Cody & Karen Hudson
William Janssen

Theresa Hernandez & Douglas John-
son

Stephen Jones

Thomas & Tricia Jostlein

Patti Keating Kahn & Charles Kahn
Jack Kemp

Mary Korneman

Kim Kracman

Geoff Kronik

John & Francheska Lamb

Greg & Judy Linder

Debra Mallory

Eldon Marsh

Doretta Marwin

Janice Miller

Linda K. Miller

Etsuko & Hideaki Moriyama
Chuck Casanova & Robin Nelson
Claire & David Oppenheim
Gale & Betty Paxton
Joseph Pittman

Elizabeth Presnalil

Robert & Jane Pricer
Robert Rathjen

Kay Rewerts

Charles & LaVonne Richardson
David Rintoul

Gene & Bonnie Rohrbeck
Ramona Roy

Cliff Ruff & Phyllis Kingery Ruff
Sandy Rusciolelli

Deborah Samac

James & Jean Sandrock
Ronald & Dorothy Schafer
Tim & Judith Sear

Paul & Erika Sitz

Gary & Jan Small

Jerome Staley

Esther & Jim Stokes

Bob Stoppkotte

Ireene Sullivan

Eileen Sutter

Roberta Throne

Richard & Nancy Thuma
Cynthia Tinkham Nunnelee
Leland Trotter

Leatrice Vidlak

Barbara Walch

Trudy Walker

Jon & Linda Walton

Irene Warshauer

Eleanor & Robert Whitaker
Phillip White



Rowe Sanctuary/lain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors

Colin & Janet Wilke
Donna Willey

John Williamson
Daniel Young

Kirby Zicafoose

$50-$99

David Auman

Duane & Clare Baylor
Todd & Betty Berens
William Bertschy
Patricia Birch

Mary & Keith Blackmore
Alice Blanner

Velvet Bradley

John & Janet Carver
Lowell Chappell
James & Cindy Clark
Maryanne Clark

Andy & Pam Clower
Richard Coil

Esther Coke

Tim & Pam Corcoran
Dennis Davis

Stan Dobosz

Marilyn Eckles

John Erffmeyer

Ellen Fisher

Diane Foster

Myron & lola Fougeron
Robert & Maureen Fox
Brand & Vycki Frentz
Tom & Martha Friedlander
Robert & Sheila Frost
Bob Fullenkamp
Marjorie Gardner
Bruce & Inge Geisert
David Gillilan

Georgia Glass

Ethel Grill

Tom Guter

Karl & Shirley Hackbarth
Mary Hall

Gary & Ortrud Hauptli
Lois Hayward

Susan Hazelwood

Grace Anne Heege
Marilyn Houser

Todd Jensen

Mary Anne Joyce

June Keibler

James & Susan Koelliker
Paula Kramer

LeRoy Kuta

Keith & Judy Leech
Sharon Loudon-Altobelli
Alan Lurie

Mildred Macdonald
Shirley Marecak

Michael Martin

Amy McBride Barker
Priscilla McCutcheon
Daniel & Dorothy McKinney
George Mereness

Judith Meyers

Beverly Miller

Charlotte Mullen

Julia Murphy

Robert Mutchie

Tom Nilsson

James & Claranne Parker

Joseph Alper & Michele Pelanne

Kipp & Sandi Petersen
Ray Poggi

Robert & Jean Pollock
Keith & Dolores Poyser
Robert & Sally Puth
Jane Reinkordt

Tina Rising

Kathy Root

Norman Ross

Betty Sayers

O. R. Schmidt

Ward & Norma Schrack
Jack & Pamela Schwandt
Richard Scott

Carol Shaddy

John & Sara Silliman
Joanne Sowell

Karen Spahn

Chris Stewart

Mary Herndon & Christopher Stipp
Paul & Joanne Stohl

Ken Strom

Melba Sullivan

Tom Barnett & Julia Talley
Jeanne & Steve Tanamachi
Elizabeth Thompson
Margaret Thrasher

Richard & Marjorie Tipton
Rachel Simpson & Don Umstadter
Margaretta Vowell

Gary & Diana Wade

Susan Warren

Sandra Werkmeister
Sandra Wood

Valerie Wright

Karin Zahorik

Eileen Zentner

$25-$49

Raylene Ahlgren

Sam & Lisa Akman

Don & Diantha Alspaugh
Michael Ander

Donald Anderson

Linda Andes-Georges
Ed & Marilyn Armstrong

Dale Hammerschmidt & Mary Arne-
son

David & Karen Baisinger

Mary Balzer

Jill Baringer

Melissa Barnett

Mike & Stephanie Becker
Sharon Beltzer

Lynette Black

Glenda Blauch

Ann Bleed

Dr. William & Joan Blohm



Rowe Sanctuary/lain Nicolson Audubon Center Donors

David Blunk
Joseph & Margaret Brewster

Ann Marie Birky & Richard Britton

Patricia Burchard

James Carter

Joni Cassidy

John & Shannon Chamberlin

Anthony & Maureen Christensen
Dennis & Sheila Christopherson

Henry Coletto

George & Margeret Collier
Mary Commers

Lillian Connelly

Sam & Vicky Cowan
Barbara Cunningham
Judy & Calvin Deater
Joe & Alice Doyle
Gary Eckhardt

Dan Ellig

Mary Eno

Clark Ewalt

James & Gail Ewin
Judith Feigin

Betsy Finch

John Finkner

Robert Gardiner
Marlene Gatz

Kurt Geisinger

Peter Gent

Mary Ava Gossman
Jean Graebner

Donna Wieting & Roger Griffis
Lowell Haagenson
Herbert Hansen

Judith & Reif Heck
Ken & Joyce Hofferber
Evelyn Horn

Bonnie Horwich

Jane Householder
Ronald Ikan

Catherine Keane

Mary Kelly

John & Martha Kendall

Charles Kimpston

Clem & Elizabeth Klaphake
Ellen Klaver

Mary Ann Knoss

Michael Kopack

Donald Krieger

Dorothy & Hans Krimm
Cynthia Krusell

Melanie Landry

Dan Lane

Stanley Lanzano

Harlan Larson

Donna Libbey

Chris Loscalzo

Joyce Markle

Jacqueline Maxwell
Cynthia McCaffrey

Beverly Melius

Mel Melnicoe

Jim Meyers

Jerry Minor

John & Judy Murphy
Martha Narey

Margaret Nevinski

Betty Ann Nicholas
Thomas & Mary Lou Nicholls
William Noble

J. Evan & Carolyn Nordstrom
Joseph O’Kelley

Eileen Paine

Dave & Elaine Patterson
Kyle Patterson Phillips
David & Marjorie Peck

Don & Ann Piehl

Charles & Eileene Pippenger
Miriam Karmel & Bill Price
Marlene & Bob Rasmussen
Robert & Eileen Raun
Richard & Betty Ann Ritscher
Lauren Ritterbush

Jessica Roberts

John & Beth Ross

Ruth Schoening

Chuck & Bonnie Schuknecht
Jeff & Joicelyn Schwager
Rebecca & Sharad Seth
Dan & Emily Shattil

David & Judy Shomper
Barbara Silber

Thomas & Susan Siller
Rosalie Snell

Barbara Spaulding

Jerry & Debbie Stevens
Connie Stover

Richard & Lois Stump
Karen Taylor

Marjorie Tello

Robert Thorpe

Ronald Tinkham

Julia Trotter

Ernest & Marie Turner
Gordon & JoAnn Verhaeghe
Valerie & Roger Vetter
Dale Vodehnal

Bill Walsh

James Warrick

Catherine & Robert Waters
David Weaver

Ann & Ted Wente

Michael White

Sharon Dragula & Mark Widrlechner
Edwin & Carol Williams
Mary Alice Wilson

Anna & Roger Winans
Janice Wobbenhorst
Bernie & Frances Yokel
Dorothy Young

Sara Zimorski

The support and recognition of all our do-
nors is extremely important to us. Space
limitations require gift recognition to begin
with gifts of $25 or more. We apologize if
a donor has been inadvertently left off this
list. Please let us know of any missing
names so corrections can be made in the
next issue.



The Braided River Society

The Braided River Society recognizes generous itheaV donors whose annual support of $500 or margtans our mission to
preserve Platte River ecosystems for cranes aner atiidlife. We hope you consider joining themkimg possible the education
and conservation work at Rowe Sanctuary that vélptdevelop a culture of conservation committeth&future of this treasured

natural resource.

Whooping Crane
$10,000-$24,999
Margery Nicolson

Sandhill Crane
$5,000-$9,999

Mitzi Fox

James & Kathleen McKenzie
Paul & Vicki Williams

Bald Eagle

$2,500-$4,999

Margot Griswold

Charlotte Griswold-Tergis
Duncan & Janice McGregor

Piping Plover
$1,000-$2,499
Jon & Leslie Abegglen

A Special Thanks to...

Members as of December 31, 2009

Don & Judy Brockmeier

Marian Brown

Linda Brown

LeRoy & Kate Ellison

Nancy & Larry Forsberg

Doug Kristensen & Terri Harder
Kay Horner

Diane Gilles & Stephen Johnson
John & Jannie Lobel

Alice Rumery

Katheryn Russi

Lee & Delphine Sanks

Thomas & Brenda Smith

Bill & Autumn Taddicken
Emma Jane Wilder

Meadowlark
$500-$999
Rob & Susan Ahlschwede

Mote Andrews

Roger Neil & Marla Bouton
John & Pat Brotherton
Alice Epstein

Mike & Becky Evers
George Gauthier

Garry George

Joel & Jill Johnson

Dan & Carol Lindstrom
Diana Nevins

Dean & Trudy Plautz
Scott & Mary Lou Reed
Bill & Jeanne Ross

Kirk & Jennifer Summers
Rae Ellen Syverson

Ed & Wilma Taddicken
Kirby Zicafoose

Crane Cam meets

Crane Cam will be available again this year thankbe
generosity of the fine folks at Educational Seriset 10
(ESU 10) in Kearney and Nebraska Central Telephone
Company (NCTC) in Gibbon. ESU 10 will be doing the
hosting, while NCTC will be providing the band widor
the web cam. We look forward to working with them
again this season.

Rowe Sanctuary would like to pay a special thank tgothe
following folks.

First we would like to say thank you to Nan Chrésté
Omaha for initiating the gift of a HP Color Prinf@canner
through Hewlett-Packard’s U.S. Employee Produciirgjv
Program. This was an item that we had on our \isshwhich

now can be crossed off. Thanks Nan! One item that will be returning to Crane Cam igaue to

ask questions or post observations. A personhaile to
join facebook and then become a ‘fan’ of Rowe Saarst
To do this, do a search for Rowe Sanctuary in Seafch’
window at the top of the facebook page. Select&ow
Sanctuary’s page by clicking on the words and youkl
be there. To become a fan, just click on the ‘Bee@
Fan’ button and you're done. To post a questiocoon-
ment, just type in the window that says ‘What’syoir
mind?’ and click on the ‘Share’ button.

The other special thank you goes to Ward and N@afaack
of Kearney. Ward and Norma donated the publishiylgts to
two children’s books that Ward had written. Onehaf books,
Shimingo, has been sold in Rowe’s gift shop ovenybars.
His most recent book, Winkum, will now be availabieour
gift shop too. Thank you Ward and Normal!

We would also like to thank everyone again thatdwported
our work over the past year, whether monetarilipyovolun-
teering. Thank you so much for your support!

We hope to see you as a fan of Rowe Sanctuaryoen fa
book soon and please spread the word!
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Rowe Sanctuary
44450 Elm Island Road
Gibbon, Nebraska 68840

CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH NATURE

O“
‘- " 100% Post Consumer Waste

The mission of Rowe Sanctuary is to preserve Platte
River ecosystems for cranes and other wildlife
through conservation and education.

—
You can now make donations online through our websi te at

www.rowesanctuary.org!

When considering a cash gift to Rowe Sanctuary, ple  ase

check with your employer to see if they have a matc  hing

gift program. This is a way to make your gift do m ore for
wildlife!

Please send me information on how to name Rowe Sanctuary in
my will or retirement plan.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Please mail to the address above or email us at
kskaggs@audubon.org. Thank you!
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General Information

lain Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary
44450 Elm Island Road
Gibbon, NE 68840
Phone: 308-468-5282
www.rowesanctuary.org

Open Monday - Friday 9 - 5; Sunday 1 - 4
Open 7 days a week during crane season

Director: Bill Taddicken btaddicken@audubon.org
Education Director: Keanna Leonard kleonard@audubon.org
Office Manager: Kent Skaggs kskaggs@audubon.org
Naturalist-Volunteer Coordinator: Tony Docherty
adocherty@audubon.org

Stewardship Board Members:

Jon Abegglen Bill Ross

Joel Johnson Ed Scantling

Doug Kristensen Kirk & Jen Summers
Dan Lindstrom Chair Carol Wahl

Janice McGregor Holly Warth

Brian Moody



